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BACKGROUND 

Lutheran Child & Family Service of Michigan (LCFS) has provided service to Michigan’s 

children and families through foster care, adoption, counseling and family preservation services 

for more than 111 years.  Through this work with children and families, LCFS has identified that 

the lack of safe and affordable housing is one of the most significant challenges facing our 
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children and families, particularly young adults.  A survey of former Wayne County foster care 

youth revealed that 47% of the respondents have experienced one or more periods of 

homelessness prior to age 20 and 23% were homeless immediately upon leaving foster care. 

 

AAB Development Strategies, LLC were hired to help LCFS to pull together a LIHTC project 

that would provide living accommodations to youth aging out of the 

foster care system.  It’s principal Al Bogdan and his Associate Tom 

Hickner started the systematic process of designing a response.  

They first introduced them to Focus Hope with the intention of 

creating a working partnership, applied and obtained a 

predevelopment loan from MSHDA, recruited the architect firm of 

Fusco Pappas and the Damone Group who had just designed and 

built the adjacent senior Presbyterian Village development. The team 

pulled together a design and projected cost and AABDS Team 

organized a LIHTC application to MSHDA, and systematically 

obtained HOME commitments from the City of Detroit, Wayne 

County and MSHDA.  When the market conditions destroyed the 

LIHTC industry investment market, Bogdan and Hickner obtained a 

1602 commitment from MSHDA and the Project closed and was 

built.  

  

OAKMAN PLACE 

LCFS and The Damone Group has developed a 9 one bedroom and 15 two bedroom units on 

Oakman Blvd, just east of the Focus:HOPE campus.  The 9 one bedroom units are reserved for 

homeless youth and one of the two bedroom units for homeless families.  The remaining units 

will be made available to families at 60% AMI (Area Media Income) or below.  The project is 

located in a designated “cool cities” neighborhood.  

  

SUPPORT SERVICES 

LCFS will provide an opportunity for homeless youth to obtain housing and supportive services 

as they move into the adult world of self-sufficiency and independence.  Supportive services will 

be provided onsite.  Each resident youth 

will receive the services of a case 

manager, an educational liaison and an 

employment specialist.  The case 

manager will have primary responsibility 

for developing a service plan with the 

youth or family and monitors service 

delivery.  The educational liaison will 

complete an educational assessment, 

provide input into the services plan, assist 

the youth in developing an individual 

education plan which sets reasonable 

goals for high school completion, 

vocational training or college and monitor 

educational progress.  The employment 
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specialist will complete a career interest and aptitude inventory with each client and prepare 

employment recommendations for inclusion in the services plan.  The employment specialist will 

also be responsible for job skills training and the financial literacy curriculum.  Access to public 

transportation will allow youth to travel to work, personal appointments and to attend school. 

   

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

  

Development of Oakman Place has been an ongoing collaborative involving Focus:HOPE, 

residents of the community, the Wayne County Continuum of Care-Homeless Coalition, the City 

of Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA), the 

Oakman Boulevard Community Association (OBCA) and LCFS.  

  

The Damone Group of Troy, the construction firm for Oakman Place, has 35 years of experience 

in developing a broad range of residential, commercial, retail and industrial projects throughout 

the Detroit area. 

  

Fusco, Shaffer & Pappas, 

Inc., the architectural firm 

for Oakman Place, also has 

extensive architectural 

experience in designing and 

building many affordable 

housing projects throughout 

the Detroit area. 

  

Oakman Place Apartments 

are located at 811 

Oakman Blvd., Detroit, 

MI 48238 and will be 

managed by LHM Asset 

Management, LLC, an 

experienced MSHDA and 

HUD property management 

company.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

   


